Clinical Anesthesiology, Burnell R. Brown lr., Casey D. Blit!, Robert W. Vaughan. The C. V. Mosby Company; CIG Medishield, 11 Khartoum Road, North Ryde, N.S.W. 2113; $51.75; pp. 401 ; 240 x 170. This book is designed for 'medical students serving a clinical clerkship in anesthesiology', and is an attempt to provide an introductory overview of the subject. Material is arranged in a clincial chronological order, starting with pre-operative assessment, pharmacology of anaesthetic agents, induction, monitoring, fluids and recovery. Later chapters cover anaesthetic subspecialties, emergency anaesthesia, anaesthetic complications, intensive care, pain management and resuscitation. The volume ends with six case histories which illustrate the practical use of the theoretical points found in the book.
The intention of the authors is admirable and the overall format a refreshing practical approach to the subject. The major problem with an introductory work is not what to put in, but what to leave out. The temptation is to leave nothing out, and these authors indeed say something about everything. The average student may feel awash with facts and unsure of areas of major emphasis.
The literary style is inclined to the verbose: 'The neophyte to anesthesia wishes the comfortable dogmatism of being able to match an anaesthetic technique with each surgical procedure', and there are several typographical errors: 'Packed whole blood stored at 49 QC has several deficiencies'. I agree.
Overall this is a readable text offering a good commonsense approach to the subject. It is to be recommended to students even if it offers rather more information than they perhaps need to know. changes in the book. Hyperbaric techniques have been revised and intradural analgesia with 0.5070 plain bupivacaine is described.
This edition exceeds the 4th by 121 pages, the chapters on pharmacology and extradural block being the most expanded. All chapters have been skilfully updated, including the two classics: Anatomy, and Lumbar Puncture Technique. Each chapter is replete with a comprehensive list of references. One new chapter appears: a resume of narcotic analgesic drugs in the extradural and intradural spaces.
The inclusion of extradural analgesia in later editions has tended, in my view, to detract from the clarity of this unique monograph. The interspersing of intradural and extradural connotations throughout the book does seem to preclude an orderly collation of data relevant to each. While the two procedures do have basic features in common, the considerable differences in clinical practice probably warrant separate dissertations.
There is some contradiction when the two are compared, e.g. page 235: 'The height of (hyperbaric or plain 0.5% bupivacaine) block can be more readily controlled' than that of the extradural block; whereas on page 201: '... these are average (intradural) doses, but ... the extent of spread is variable and capricious in clinical practice'.
These comments aside, this book is still one of the leading texts on spinal analgesia and can be highly recommended. It is essential reading for Fellowship candidates.
E Mitcham, Vic. 3132; $38.50; pp. 209 ; 245 x 165. The broad spectrum of topics covered in this book is due to the fact that it emanates from the Second International Symposium on 'Applied Physiology in Critical Care with Emphasis on Children' held at Aruba, Netherlands Antilles, November 28-December 2, 1983.
The title of the book is a misnomer, as fourteen of the seventeen chapters deal with problems relating to neonates or the aftermaths of neonatal intensive care. The content of chapters is variable, some representing major reviews of the topic while others are clearly rapid reproductions of the lectures delivered. The publication of this book so soon after the symposium is commendable although there is an obvious penalty in terms of typographical errors.
These criticisms aside, however, the book has merit. There are a number of outstanding chapters
